TRAINING   OF  THE  TEACHER
own*particular weaknesses lie:   he is in a
position to benefit from  the experience of
others : and above all he knows what he wants
to learn.    It is for this reason that vacation
courses are so valuable, and are increasingly
used by all ranks  of teachers.    They deal
generally each with a particular subject, and
even a teacher of long experience may profit
by the opportunity of bringing himself up to
date in his subject and keeping abreast of the
work that is being done on it.   But they suffer
from certain weaknesses.    One is that they
are interested more in the subject than in the
presentation of it,  and they tend to draw
together groups of specialists in the subject,
rather than groups of teachers of all subjects :
it is contact with other teachers, primarily
interested not in mathematics or in history
but   in   teaching,   that   is   needed.   Another
weakness   is   that they are vacation courses.
School teachers, particularly in certain grades,
seem to enjoy long holidays, and are sometimes
the envy of business men for that reason : but
the  exacting  nature  of the  work,  and   in
boarding schools the unremitting demands that
it makes, render long holidays necessary if a